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Crump, aged 72, looks like'three apples. He is a very tall lean man, and under a streaming mop of pure white, cotton-wool hair, his hard, round, red cheeks stand out like apples and so does the hard, round, red chin. He is a vegetarian (shades of Hitler and Mussolini!), and doesn't swear, drink or smoke. He is president of E. H. Crump & Company, investment bankers, one of the most prosperous real estate and insurance firms in the South. There has never been any whisper or intimation that the company mixes in politics improperly; its reputation is, and always has been, impeccable. Members of the business community in. the Memphis area may be asked for campaign contributions, but there is no evidence that Crump himself ever applies pressure to sell insurance. But it is only natural that people in and around Memphis with real estate to sell or insurance to buy should think that the Crump firm is an excellent one with which to do business.
The Red Snapper
Edward Hall Crump was born in a Mississippi village in 1875J the family came from Virginia originally, and has traces of Scottish and Norwegian ancestry. His mother died at the age of 97. Crump, after working as a farmhand, moved to Memphis when he was seventeen to make his way in the world; soon he organized the E. H. Crump Buggy & Harness Company, and then branched out into real estate. He was about twenty-six when he first went into politics; he was redheaded in those days, and gained the nickname "the red snapper." He was elected to several minor municipal posts, and in 1909 became mayor of Memphis. His hold on the city has never slackened since; for almost forty years it has been his to do with almost as he chose. Does everybody know the song "Memphis Blues" ? Actually, this ditty, written by W. C. Handy, the well-known Negro musician, was originally called "The E. H. Crump Blues"; it was written for Crump and dedicated to him, as a marching song. Since 1909, Crump told me, he has run for office twenty-three different times, without a single defeat, and in addition'has "taken part" in seventy-nine more elections, all successful. Once he sent out petitions for a mayoralty election with the candidate's name left blank; even so, everybody signed them. In 1940 he ran for mayor; four seconds after his inauguration on January I, 1941, he resigned the post5 and took off for New Orleans to see a football game, in the company of McKellar.
Once he superintended an election on a nine million dollar bond issue for a municipal electric system to distribute TVA power. It won seventeen to one. Promptly he renamed a street to honor the day, and' in the
6 He wanted to give the mayoralty to a congressman friend who had not been able to run because Crump had asked him to stay in Congress long enough to vote on neutrality legislation then impending.